[Properties of mucosal antibodies].
Mucosal antibodies consist of a variety of molecules, including secretory IgA and local IgG, involved in the first immune barrier of defence against pathogens. They account for the majority of daily synthesized immunoglobulins in the body and mostly depend on the secretory immune system which is independent from its systemic counterpart. Acting by immune exclusion and immune elimination, these immunoglobulins correspond to preimmune poly-reactive natural antibodies and to antigen-induced antibodies. Recent progress in this field have suggested new approaches of mucosal vaccines preventing the entry of pathogens in the body.